
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News 

December 2022 

Live Justly, Love Tenderly and Walk 

Humbly in Earth Consciousness 

As the time of darkness increases, we 

live in hope and await the light. While 

waiting, OMRA supports refugee 

families with portable rental subsidies 

for up to four years. 

Hope in Financial Independence 

In 2022, 16 of the 46 OMRA rent 

subsidy recipients obtained full-time 

work or OSAP assistance to attend post-
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Live justly (cont.) 

secondary education and left the OMRA 

rent subsidy program. These successes 

show determination and 

resourcefulness of the newcomers and 

the dynamic nature of OMRA’s rental 

subsidy program.  Recipients used 

OMRA’s support to launch their lives as 

residents of Canada and contributing 

members of their communities. 
 

Hope in the Faces of the 

Newcomers and the Tireless 

Energy of our Volunteers  

OMRA is run entirely by volunteers. 

With encouragement from OMRA 

tutors, newcomers gained the courage 

to say “I can do it.” And then they did it! 
 

Hope in the Generosity of our 

Supporters  

OMRA has been able to grow 

significantly in the last two years, from 

providing $106K in rent subsidies in 

2021 to $158K in 2022, due to the 

generosity of our supporters. To 

continue to offer the same level of 

support to needy families in the face of 

skyrocketing rental costs in Ottawa, 

OMRA needs to raise approximately one 

third of its revenue through donations.   

Expressions of Hope from 

OMRA’s Newcomers 

 

“I have passed my PSW course and 

now have a part-time job.” And 

then a few months later: “I have 

been offered a full-time contract 

with benefits.”  

   

“I have a job working evenings and 

can still go to school in the 

daytime.”  

 

“I am working part-time at 

Kettleman’s Bagels and look after 

my two-year-old every day so my 

wife can go to ESL classes.”  
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Bringing Skills and a Big Work Ethic 

Ms. P with her partner 

Ms. P came to our interview with a huge 

smile. She only arrived in Canada a few 

months ago but already she is taking chef 

training by day, ESL by night. English is her 

fourth language! She is putting her new 

culinary skills to good use: she has a part-

time job cooking at a women’s shelter. Not 

much rest for this lady. 

Congratulations to Mr. H, who arrived in 

Canada in May this year with his wife and 

small son. Mr. H found a job in his field with 

an IT company. Although the company is in 

Toronto, he is able to work from his home in 

Ottawa. Well done! 

“When Canada accepted me, I began a 

new life here.  At first, everything was 

very hard for me because I couldn't 

speak English very well and I was far 

from my partner. But I didn't have time 

for resting because I must have a full-

time job for bringing him, so I decided 

to do my best learning English and 

getting a good job. OMRA organization 

helped with their warm hug. Maybe my 

partner and I can in the future be a part 

of OMRA to help other people”  

      Ms. P 
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OMRA Welcomed 40 Members at Its Annual General Meeting 

For the first time in its 20 + year history, 

OMRA opened the organization to 

membership and 40 interested parties 

signed on. At the AGM held on June 20, 

2022, topics discussed included the record 

number of families helped, fundraising 

strategies, volunteer opportunities, OMRA’s 

new charitable status and the continued lack 

of affordable housing. Several former OMRA 

clients were among the new OMRA 

members, including Ms. M, pictured, who 

spoke eloquently about OMRA assistance 

when she first arrived in Canada. M. speaking at OMRA’s AGM. 

Gathering outside after the meeting. 
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OMRA Is Needed More Than Ever  

Rent increases are fast outpacing the amount of assistance that governments allocate to 

newcomers to cover shelter costs. This means that newcomers are finding it increasingly 

hard to cover basic living costs. The example pictured reflects typical costs and income for a 

couple with one child, resulting in a shortfall of almost $600/month. OMRA’s help is needed 

more than ever. 

If you wish donate to OMRA, there are three ways: 

1. E-transfer — Use the email OMRAShelter1@gmail.com as the address in your bank’s e-

transfer recipient list and provide your contact information (address and email) in the 

comments section to receive a tax receipt at year-end. 

2. Cheque donations — Address your cheque to OMRA Shelter Corporation. Send it to: 

OMRA Shelter Corporation, c/o OMRA Treasurer, 20 Bujold Court, Kanata ON K2L3N6 

3. Online at Canada Helps — https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/omra-shelter-

corporation/ 

New in 2022 - OMRA now has charitable status!  

mailto:OMRAShelter1@gmail.com
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/omra-shelter-corporation/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/omra-shelter-corporation/
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Summer Fun 

OMRA was delighted to be able to hold the 

annual picnic at Brantwood Park along the 

Rideau River. Everyone missed this get-

together when Covid restrictions were at 

their peak. Seven tables of food from around 

the world were enjoyed, as were a multitude 

of children’s games, the paddling pool and 

the always popular canoe rides. Big thank-

you to intrepid paddlers Jamie Brougham 

and Jim Louter, as well as life jacket checker 

Dave Best.  

Canoe ride on the Rideau River ... 

… and some three-legged races. 



Contact OMRA 

 
https://omraottawa.org/ 

 

General Inquiries and Project 

Information: 

Linda Redekop 

linda.redekop57@gmail.com 

 

Fundraising: 

Maria Rigby   

rigby.maria@gmail.com 
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Volunteer Thanks 

Thank you to Marj Kaethler, a local artist and 

quilter, who offered her holiday season cards 

and tree and window ornaments as an 

OMRA fundraiser. 

A big shout out to Greg Walker who has 

been helping OMRA with maintaining our 

two townhomes. Greg completed a detailed 

inspection and mastered some needed 

home repairs.  Marj’s holiday cards and ornaments. 

Greg Walker inspecting a washing machine 

at an OMRA property. 

https://omraottawa.org/
mailto:linda.redekop57@gmail.com
mailto:rigby.maria@gmail.com



